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SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF APOSTLE FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS 


Apostle Franklin Dewey Richards was 
born in Richmond, Berkshire county, 
Mass., April 2d, 1821. He was the son 
of Phineas and Wealthy Dewey Rich- 
ards, and was the fourth born of nine 
children. Like most all of his early as- 
sociates in the Church, he was of the 
old New England race, who had distin- 
guished themselves in the early settle 


ment of our country by toil, courage and 


patriotism to the young Republic. Frank- 
lin' was. raised on a farm, and by no 
means a stranger to hard work. He 
early displayed a strong desire for edu- 
cation and used his spare time in seek- 
ing for treasures of knowledge. Before 
he was 10 years old he had perused every 
book in the Sunday School, which com- 
prised several volumes, and at 13 he at- 
tended for one winter the Lenox Acad- 
gationalists and trained their children 
in strict piety. Franklin early developed 
strong impressions’ of a religious char- 
acter. He was so decided in his views 


that he differed with most of the people 


around him on Scriptural 
points of doctrine. Be- 
cause of this he declined 
a special offer made him 
to be educated for the sec- 
tarian ministry. Elders 
Brigham and Joseph 
Young visited Richmond 
in 1836 and presented the 
Restored Gospel. Frank- 
lin read the Book of Mor- 
mon, accepted it as the 
truth, and later, when his 
father went to Kirtland. 
O., with his younger 
brother, George Spencer 
Richards, they were bap- 
tized into the Church. On 
his return to Kirtland he 
found his son, Franklin, 
ready for baptism and ad- 
ministered that ordinance to him June 
3d, 1838, in his native town. Oct. 22d, 
1838, he bade adieu to his native home 


to cast his lot with the persecuted Saints. 


in Far West, Mo. While crossing the 
Alleghenies he received the sad tidings 
of his brother, George S. Richards, be- 


ing assassinated at Haun’s Mill, Mo. 


His parents were devout Congre- | 


BV APOSTLE MATHIAS F. COWLEY. 


Undaunted, he journeyed on to Missouri, 
and soon after his arrival found employ- 
ment along the Mississippi river. In 
May, 1839, he first met the Prophet Jo- 
seph Smith. The following spring he 
was ordained a Seventy and went on a 


APOSTLE FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS. 


mission to Northern Indiana. He was 
very successful and soon established a 
branch of the Church in Porter county. 
Before he attained bis twentieth anni- 


versary he delivered a series of public 


lectures, which attracted much attention 
and left a lasting impression upon the 
minds of those who were in attendance. 


}sumed his labors in Indiana. 


* 


He attended the laying of the corner 
stone of the Temple in Nauvoo at the 
April Conference in 1841, and then re- 
He con- 
tinued his missionary work, though sick 
with fever most of the time. In Decem- 
ber, 1842, he married Jane Snyder. Ia 
May, 1844, he was ordained a High 
Priest, and started on a mission to En- 


gland, but hearing the sad news the 
martyrdom of Joseph and Hyru mith, 
he returned to Nauvoo. In the part 


of 1845 he traveled over 1,000 miles in 
gathering means for the Nauvoo Temple. 

After this he was called to be a Scribe 
in the office of Church Historian. He 
also labored as a carpenter and joiner on 
the Temple. He received his endow- 
ments in the Temple and subsequently 
oificiated in administering the ordinances 


to others. In the exodus of 1846 he sac- 


rificed his little home, built by his own 
hands, and started his family westward 
with the moving Camp of Israel. After 
seeing his family driven into the wilder- 
ness he turned his face 
eastward, and with true 
heroism left to fulfill his 
mission in England. 
Franklin possessed the 
faith of the ancient Apos- 
tles, for with meager 
clothing and almost desti- 
tute of money he made his 
= way to the Atlantic coast 
and thence across the 
mighty deep to the shores 
of Europe. Before leav- 
ing the shore of America 
the last word he received 
from the exiled Saints was 
that his wife had given 
birth to a baby boy and 
she was lying at the point 
of death. With this addi- 
| tional trial he resolutely 
commended his family to the Lord, pur- 
sued his way o England. Upon his 
arrival in Europe he was appointed to 
preside over the Ohurch in Scotland. 
Shortly afterward he became one of Pres- 
ident Orson ncer’s Counselors over 
the British ssion. He was then 25 
years old, and through the serious sick- 
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ness of President Spencer Elder Rich- 
ards sustained the responsibility of vir- 


_ tually presiding over the entire Mission. 


He labored efficiently and faithfully until 
Feb. 20th, 1848, when he started home- 
ward, in charge of a large company of 
emigrating Saints. During his mission 
he received the sad news that his brother, 
Joseph William Richards, had suc- 
cumbed to death while marching as a 
member of the Mormon battalion. 
Brother Franklin’s daughter, Wealthy. 
had also died during his absence. Upon 
his return he found his wife and their 
relatives who had survived the perils of 
the exodus at St. Louis, Mo. This was 
the middle of May, 1848. In June -he 
went to Southern Iowa to buy cattle 
with which to move the company under 
the direction of his uncle Willard Rich- 


ards across the plains. The company left. 


for Salt Lake Valley July 5th, 1848, with 


Franklin as Captain of fifty. The jour- 


ney was a most trying one, as Sister 
Richards was very sick nearly the entire 
distance, but by the blessings of the 
Lord and kind, helpful friends she sur- 
vived the journey and is today one of 
the Presidency of the Relief Societies 
throughout the Church. They reached 
their destination Oct. 19th, 1848, with 
hearts of gratitude to God to be once 
more with the body of the Church, and 
especially far removed from the scenes 
of mobocracy and persecution. Elder 
Richards exchanged his cloak and other 
available articles of clothing for building 
material, and by dint of honest toil and 
hard labor constructed a small room in 
which they sojourned during the winter. 
While dwelling in this humble adobe hab- 
itation he was called to receive his oi - 
dination to the Apostleship Feb. 12th, 
1849. He immediatdy became asso- 
ciated with the leading men of the com- 
munity in forming the provisional gov- 
ernment of the State of Deseret, in 
Churen work generally, and was very 
active in establishing the Perpetual Em- 
igration Fund. In October, 1849, he was 
again called to Europe to continue his 
missionary labors in a foreign land. He 
traveled across the continent and ocean 
with Apostles John Taylor, Lorenzo and 
Erastus Snow, with other Elders. Hos- 
weather, icy 
streams, etc., went to make up an event- 
ful journey. January, 1850, they visited 
friends and Saints in St. Louis. They 
arrived in Great Britain March, 1850. 
This was an eventful year in the history 
of the Church, so far as spreading the 
Gospel abroad is concerned. President 
Taylor was sent to open the door of sal- 
vation to the French nation, Lorenzo 
Snow to Italy, Erastus Snow to Scandi- 
navia. Orson Pratt was presiding in 
Liverpool, but being called hastily to 
Council Bluffs, Brother Franklin was 
left to edit the Millennial Star and pre- 
side over the British Mission. He founded 
the Perpetual Emigration Fund in 
England on a solid basis, and labored 
efficiently in every department. Apostle 
Pratt returned to England. Elder Rich- 
ards became his assistant, and upon the 
release of Brother Pratt in 1851 Apostle 
Richards became President of the Brit- 
ish Mission. With energy and great zeal 
himself and fellow-laborers spread the 
Gospel throughout the British Isles. He 
increased the labors in the Liverpool 
office very materially. In a short time 
he revised and published a 25,000 edition 
of the Hymn Book, a new edition of 
P. P. Pratt’s Voice of Warning, stere- 
otyped the Doctrine and Covenants, pre- 

red and published the Pearl of Great 
rice, paid an interesting visit to Elder 
Taylor in France, and from 1850 to 1852 
about 16,000 souls had been added to the 


Church by baptism in the British Mis- 


rope under regulations of the Perpetual 
Emigration Fund, with Apostle Erastus 
Snow, arranged for the organization Jof 
a company to manufacture iron in Utah. 

Soon after his return he was again 
elected to the Legislature and resumed 
his labors as a law-maker. Early in 
1853 he participated in the dedication 
of the Temple grounds, and laying the 
corner stones thereof in Salt Lake City. 
In July of this year he went to Iron 
county to establish iron works, but this 
project, under existing conditions, was 
impracticable. While there Gov. Young 
and Lieut.-Gen. Wells issued- military 
‘orders, owing to Indian _ hostilities. 


| Brother Richards labored faithfully in 


gathering in the outposts, changing the 
site of Cedar City and preparing the peo- 
ple to resist the aggressions of the In- 
dians. Returning to Salt Lake City, he 
was just in time to witness the decease 
of his mother. He returned to Iron 
county in October, 1853, and labored 
there until called to his Legislative work 
in the winter. While in Salt Lake City 
he was notified to prepare again for the 
British Mission. Before leaving he ded- 
icated his home, property and all he pos- 
sessed to the Lord. He reached England 
June 4th, 1854, and immediately as- 
sumed the responsibilities of the Mis- 
sion. His letter of appointment from 
the Presidéncy implied the amalgamation 
of the European Missions all under one 
head, as it authorized to him to preside 
‘over all the Conferences and all the af- 
fairs of the Church in the British Isles 
and adjacent countries.“ While presid- 
ing in Europe he visited the continent, 
promoting the interests of the Gospel 
of peace and harmony among the people. 
It was during this mission that Brother 
Richards baptized that noble man who 
has done so much for Zion, especially the 
youth, in religious and secular education 
—Dr. Karl G. Maeser. In 1855 he s+- 
cured for the growing necessities of the 
Mission the premises now renowned as 
42 Islington, which have been occupied 
from that time to the present as the 
Mission headquarters. In October, 1855, 
under President Richards’ personal di- 
rection, the Saxon Mission was estab- 
lished in Dresden, which has yielded 
many intelligent converts to the faith. 
He was constant in his travels, ant 
it was also within his province to direct 
the branches in the East Indies, Africa, 


quired the concentration of every inter- 
est, with an eye ever single to the glory 
of God. Brother Franklin was probably 
better informed on every detail of for- 


vious to leaving for his home the Presi- 
dents of Conferences met in London and 
paid a glowing tribute of respect and es- 
teem to President Franklin D. Richards. 
Oct. 4th, 1856, he once more reached 


his mountain home. He again became a 


member of the Utah Legislature, aud 
was re-elected a regent of the Deseret 
University. April 20th, 1857, he was 
elected and commissioned Brigadier-Gen- 
eral of the Second Brigade of Infantry 
of the Nauvoo Legion. During the 
Johnston army troubles he was engaged 
with a detachment from his brigade to 
support Gen. Wells in Echo Canyon. 
With others he left his property to be 
committed to the flames in case the army 
persisted in driving,the Saints from their 
homes and despoiling them of their prop- 
erty. July 21st, 1859, he began a polit- 
ical tour in Southern Utah to arrange 


for the election of a delegate to Congress. 


sion. He started to Zion the first com- 
pany of Saints which sailed from Eu- 


Australia and other parts, which re- 


eign Missions than any other man. Pre- 


Upon his return to Sait Lake City he 
was appointed with PréSident John Tay- 
lor to meet two compatiiés of emigrants, 
many of whom were and endeared 
associates of these two Apostles. During 
the seven years followifi% he was labor- 
ing chiefly among the ints. His la- 
bors were varied and mittitifarious, eccle- 
siastical, political, mill Milding and ag- 
riculture. He was nev? idle, but the 
embodiment of industry, With hand and 
brain. July 29th, 1 le was again 
called on a mission to | was on 
the way in two weeks, réthed Liverpool 
Sept. 11th, 1866, and immediately com- 
menced a tour of the COliferences, in- 
cluding Scandinavia and Several conti- 
nental Conferences. In July, 1866, he 
again became President Of the entire 
Mission. He had a noble of Elders 
to labor in the various fleids, and the 
year following Great Brita 
nished over 3,400 souls fd ptism into. 
the Church, and in about same time 
more than 3,000 Saints 4 to 


Utah. Up to this time #&jling vessels 
were used for transporting the Saints to 
America, but President ards, look - 
ing to the future, deemed this inade- 
quate, and changed from th® Sailing ves- 
sel to the steamship, and this has con- 
tinued until the present titi | 

This was Apostle Richart®’ last for- 
eign mission. He had cro the ocean 
eight times, and had spent much of his 
time in the ministry abroad, nder his 
supervision, the Lord dirteting him. 
many thousands of souls hati embraced 
the Gospel, and a much number 
gathered to Zion. His mis#i#hary zeal 
had not abated, but his w i counsels 
were needed at home with body of 
the Church. A new experient#,in his la- 


bors now came to him. In February, 
1869, he was elected Proba udge of 
county. He occupi this posi- 
tion for fourteen years. He séfved with 
great ability and wisdom, mak friends 


hand. He was familidtly called 


on eve 
by business and political meh “Judge | 
Richards.” He had many wa friends 


among the non-Mormon populktion of 
the community. Ogden City aud Weber 
county are recognized as next impor- 
tance to Salt Lake City and county, and 
much of the growth and prog of 
Weber is due to the potent influence of 
Brother Richards. Up to this dine Og- 
den had no paper. He established and 
for some time edited the Ogden Junc- 
tion, which subsequently took the title 
of the-Ogden Herald and is still running. 
He did much to improve the schobls of 
Weber county. He organized sotleties 
which preceded the Mutual Improvement 
Associations, and originated a plün by 
which the youth of Weber county, With- 


out cost, could hear the most tälehted 


lecturers of Utah on scientific and other 
subjects. He taught the people by pre- 
cept and example how to avoid the in- 
fluence of the mixed population sd fap- 
idly gathering into Ogden City, and How 
to make home pleasant and attrattive. 
During his administration of fourteen 
years as Probate Judge no decision of 
his was ever reversed by a higher tri- 
bunal. Hundreds of cases of divorte, 
land estates and land suits were 5 
before him. He adjudicated the Hnd 
titles of Huntsville, North Ogden And 
Plain City. None of these arrange ts 
were ever set aside by any court. 
sides these, he had many criminal 
presented before him, tle decisions in 
none . which have ever been er 
His administration financially was A180 
a great success. Roads were built, 12 
many bridges. The only toll road in the 
county, the one through Ogden Canyon. 


alone fur- 
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was purchased and made free. His po- 
sition had no gglary attached, and yet 
he Irbored with ynselfish devotion to the 
county and ep. The expenses of the 
county were aintained entirely free 
from debt. continued a member of 
traveled, preached and 
out the Territory. 

resident Young in organ- 
izing nearly the Stakes of Zion up 
to the deceagg of President Brigham 
Young. Nearing the close of his official 
career, Co : a law known as 
the “Hoar Amendment,” which author- 
ized the Goveppor to fill vacancies caused 
by failure ta ¢ officers at the August 
election of 1883. By claim of authority 
from this agt Gov. Murray appointed 
James N. Kimball Probate Judge of 
Weber countg, Judge Richards denied 
the vacancy, ind Mr. Kimball instituted 
a mandamus gpit to compel a relinquish- 
ment of the office and records to him. 
The District Qourt decided in favor of 
Mr. Kimball, Judge Richards appealed 
to the Supreme Court of the Territory, 
which affirme@ the lower court. He 


8 the Supreme Court of 


He assisted 


then appeal 

the United tes, where it rested until 
the time of Mr, Kimball’s appointed term 
had run out, was a test case, and 
had it not begn contested with determin- 
ation the Ggyernor’s appointees would 
have el, placed the officers elected by the 
people, and thus given the political con- 
trol into the hands of the “Liberal 


Party.” 


For many years Apostle Richards was 


Church Historian and General Church 
Recorder. s position he filled with 
usual ability and devotion until the 
time of his 


complished ag much perhaps in this line 


_ Genealogical faciety of Utah, and sought 
to interest others. 
When President Lorenzo Snow became 
President of the Church Brother Rich- 
ards succeeded to the Presidency of the 
Twelve Apostlea, and occupied this place 
when he departed this life. He was en- 
deared to his associates and to all the 
Saints and many not of our faith be- 
cause of his kind, affable manner. Dur- 
“ing the latter yeara of his life his time 
was chiefly occupied in the office of His- 
torian, but he visited many of the Stakes 
and was faithfully industrious to the 
last. In the fall of 1890 he became en- 
feebled through strokes of paralysis, and 
after an illness of several weeks, accom- 
panied by brief spells of apparent im- 
provement, he passed quietly into the 
spirit at 12:14 Saturday morning, Dec. 
9th, 1899, at his home in Ogden City. 


President Richards was noted for the 
kindness of his heart, the gentleness of 
his manners, and his constant, unceasing 
devotion to the work of God, and while 
he has gone to the unseen world he still 
lives by the great labors of his life, and 
will be perpetuated in the love and mem- 
ory of the Saints throughout all genera- 
tions. His funeral was held in the Og- 
den Tabernacle Dec. 12th, 1899, was 
attended by a host of the Saints, and 
his remains were laid quietly to rest in 
the Ogden Cemetery. President Snow, 
his Counselors, Elder Brigham Young 
and others spoke at his funeral in terms 
of highest esteem. Among the glowing 
tributes of respect to the character and 
faith of President Richards dent 
Joseph F. Smith said that he had seen 
him under such trying ordeals that few 
could endure, and under which President 
Richards had shown the patient submis- 


as any other man except President 
Woodruff. 1 great interest in the 


th. He was much inter- 
ested in work for the dead, and had ac- 


sion, faith and devotion of Job, when he 
exclaimed, “Though He slay me yet will 
I trust in Him.” The industry, integ- 
rity, faith, purity and devotion of such 
men will serve as a beacon light to all 
generations who shall read his history, 
bless his memory and praise God who 
sent him to perform hig part in the great 
dispensation of the fulness of times. 


OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 


Special traits of character inherited or 
developed in progenitors, frequently are 
seen in their posterity; and this is true 
to a marked degree in the subject of our 
sketch. President J. Spencer Worsley was 
born in Provo City, Utah, Oct. 17, 1878. 
He is the eldest child of a family of six 
children. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
H. Worsley, resided in Provo City until 
he was 8 years of age, when they removed 
to Ashley Valley, Uintah county, Utah, 
where they resided some eight years. How- 
ever, througa the lack of educational fa- 
cilities, due to the early growth of a new 
country, they returned to Provo that they 
might have better opportunities to edu- 
cate their children. Since that time he 


ELDER J. S. WORSLEY. 


has been compelled to pursue his search 
for knowledge in connection with worldly 
duties, which he did until December, 1898, 
when he received a call to take a mission 
to the Southern States. He then applied 
himself to a theological course in the 
Brigham Young Academy at Provo. 


His labors in the missionary field prove 
that he has made good use of the chances 
he has had. On April 20, 1899, he left 


the call he had received. Arriving at 
Chattanooga headquarters, he was as- 
signed to labor in East Tennessee Con- 
ference, arriving at his field of labor on 
the 26th of the month. President Wors- 
‘ley comes from “good old English stock” 
on his father’s side. His grandparents 
joined the Church in England, came to 
Nauvoo and took part in the travels and 
hardships in the early rise of the Church. 
His grandsire died at St. Louis, Mo., leav- 
ing a widow, two sons and four daughters, 
who are all faithful Latter-day Saints. 
His father is a blacksmith, which ac- 
counts for the iron will of his son in try- 


ing to do his duty in the dissemination 


his home and loved ones, in obedience to 


of Gospel truths. On his mother’s side 


his progenitors are a race of people of 


whom we may be proud, tracing his lin- 
eage back to the martyred Apostle David 
vv. Patten, Titus Billings and Isaac Wor- 
ley ; names so prominent in the early his- 


tory of the Church that it is not neces- 


sary to. detail their labors. His grand- 
father, A. N. Billings, came to Utah in 


frontier life. He suffered heavy losses by 
Indians and other causes; was called to 
fill a mission to Eld Mountains, of which 
he had charge and built a fort near the 
present site of Moab, Grand county, 
Utah. President Worsley’s motner was 
born in Manti, Sanpete county, Utah. Her 
parents moved to Provo, Utah, when she 
was small. She attended the best schools 
until she became a teacher, which pre- 
pared her to instruct her son, and the ef- 
fects of her training has proved of great 
value to him. With such parentage and 
such home teaching we look for a good 
work from President Worsley. 


Abstracts from Correspondence. — 


If you will kindly spare me a little 
space in The Star I would like to give 
my testimony as to the truth of the Gos- 
pel. I know that Joseph Smith, our 
Prophet, was sent of God to restore the 
Gospel in this, the last dispensation of 
time. I know the blessings promised of 
God to those who obey His ordinances are 
enjoyed by the faithful today, even as 
when the Former-day Saints were on 
earth, and that the signs do follow those 


ously to the Elders as they unfolded the 
plan of life and salvation I became con- 
vinced of its truth, and was baptised, on 
the 6th day of last May, by Elder Joseph 
R. Jeppson. ‘That same night, after my 
baptism, my sister was taken violently ill. 
All the remedies we gave her failed to re- 
lieve her, and we felt she would die if 
she could not receive help. I asked ner 
to have the Elders administer to her, and 
she consented, and immediately after fell 
into a sweet sleep and slept until morn- 
ing. It would take too much space to 
tell all the things that make me know it is 
the true and everlasting Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, which was delivered by the angel 
to Joseph Smith, our noble Prophet, for 
my testimony is added to and grows 
stronger each day. “Line upon line and 
precept upon precept,” the testimony is 


given through the whisperings of the Holy 


Spirit, that Comforter which was prom- 
ised us by our Lord and Master ere he 


that aH people and all nations might 
.know the joy and peace which fills one’s 
whole being when earnestly striving to 
follow the teachings of the Spirit, and 
obey the Gospel commands. May God 
bless and keep us each and every one, and 
may we hold to the iron rod until it leads 
us to the throne of God in His beautiful 
kingdom prepared for those who love Him, 
is the prayer of your sister in Christ. 
Virginia C. Moon. 
Ponchatoula, La., Oct. 12, 1900. 


Join hands with the righteous and take 
Christ as the Captain of our Salvation, 
and the banner of Truth will yet wave 
over every land and clime. 


Spend less than you earn; earn all that 
you spend. 

— God, love one another, honor your: 
self. 


Be just, then generous; honest, then 
liberal. 


Pray without ceasing, and never cease 
praying. 


1848, passing through all the trials of 


ain „ — N 


who believe. As soon as I listened seri- 


left us to ascend into heaven, and I would 


i 
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HAST TO CRITICISE. 


» It 18 to sit in the sunshine 
And talk to the man in the shade.“ 

It is en to float in a well-trimmed boat, 
And point out the places to wade. 


But once we pass into the shadows 
We murmur and fret and frown, 
And our length from the bank, we shout for 


a plank, | 
Or throw up our hands and go down. 


It is easy to sit in your carriage 
And counsel the man on foot; 
But get down and walk and you'll change 
your talk, 
As you feel the peg in your boot. 


It is easy to tell the toller 
How best he can carry his pack; 
But no one can rate a burden’s weight 
Until it has been on his back. 


The up-curled mouth of pleasure 
Can preach of sorrow’s worth: 
But give it a sip, and wryer lip 
Was never made on earth. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


To glorify God is the mission of every 


toul upon the earta. 3 


“DOING GOOD.” 


What volumes may be penned from 
these two words—“Doing Good!“ What 
wholesome pleasure; what blessed hap- 
piness would be ours to enjoy; if every 
soul were but engaged in doing good! 
Yes! Life would be more sweet; our 


homes a divine abode; and the earth 
would be transformed into a heaven— 


| being full of the glory of GoW, full of 


peace, bliss, unity and good-will! The 
secret of real joy here with a hope of 
eternal salvation hereafter, depends upon 
our conscious application of these two 
words, and our practical daily adoption 
of them. To do good, is to aid all that 
stand. in need of our assistance, shun 
evil, yield not to temptation, honor your 
calling and prove yourself a useful in- 


Peter, the Apostle, that stalwart giant 
of truth, while speaking to his brethren 
concerning the Lord Jesus, summed up 
the whole of the Master’s life, mission 
and work, in these two words—Doing 
Good. Said he: God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power; who went about doing good, 


the devil; for God was with Him.” It 
matters not where the Lord was found; 
whether He was in the Temple at Jeru- 
salem; on the stormy sea of Galilee; the 
streets of the Holy City; the wilderness, 
the mount, or the Council Chamber, He 
went about doing good.” Yes! doing 
good to all; leaving blessings for the 
downcast; joy for the mourner; comfort 
for the sorrowful; strength for the af- 
flicted, and words of light, life and truth 
for the children of men. His whole life 
was made up of acts which characterized 
Him as one who went about doing good! 
He restored to the blind their sight; to 
the deaf their hearing; to the dumb their 
speech; to the lame strength in their 
limbs; to the bereaved Jarius his daugh- 


her only son. What a wonderful life 
was His! How replete with blessings 
for all; how superabundantly kind, mer- 
eiful, and forgiving was He! His was 
a life devoted to the will of His Father: 
prompted by love for the human race, 
crowned with a desire to do good unto 
others, administer to their wants, and 
bless them in their trials and tribula- 
tions. Well may such a noble; divine, 
uoly life be expressed in these very sig- 


good!“ 

There is a great deal of difference be- 
tween trying to do good and the act of 
doing good! What we should aim at is 
the end—doing good! and not be content 
with the mere trial. There are a thou- 
sand ways in which we can apply our- 
selves in the exercise of doing good; 
there are innumerab.e avenues opened 
on every hand that we may traverse an 1 
find regions awaiting our administra- 
tions. There is a vast field outstretched 
before us and the possibilities for doing 
good are met on every side, so that no 
one need be idle or excuse themselves 
because of a lack of opportunity, for the 
field is ripe with privileges for all who 


same. Jesus did not merely strive to do 
good, but He actually went about doing 
good, so the Good Word informs us. May 
we not then naturally enough expect io 
find all His followers engaged in the same 
holy Christ-like conduct? It is the only 
reasonable and logical sequence; if they 
follow Christ they are going to be trans- 
formed into His image and likeness, an 


become like Him in all things. . 


strument in the hands of a merciful God. 


and healing all that were oppressed of | 


ter in life, and to the sorrowing widow 


nificant words, “He went about doing 


are inclined to avail themselves of the 


Oh! how very true it is, that there are 
those who loudly profess their fidelity 
and loyalty to Christ and His laws; who 
claim Him ag their Lord and King, and 
yet at the same time will become so 
loose, vile and wanton, that they will 
persecute, mock and revile those who 
may chance to differ with them as per- 
tains to the Gospel o. Jésus Christ. In 
persecuting your fellowman are you do- 
ing good? With hatred and malice man- 


ifested in your lives do you think for 


one moment that you are following the 


‘Lord, who went about doing good? Verily 


no! Such were impossible! When you 
hear some self-righteous, pious old min- 


ister belch forth a storm of anathemas, 
‘and wild denunciations against another 


class or sect, you may know by his mean 
display what is in the heart of the man. 
You may know by whom he is led if you 
will study the passions and propensities 
that govern his nature. We are com- 
manded to follow the Lord and keep in 
His steps, then we should ever be found 
doing good, blessing and not cursing, al- 
leviating and not suppressing, pointing 
out the way of Eternal Life, exercising 


towards all love unfeigned, with malice 


and hatred for none. 


It may be that you have read lives of 
Christ, beautifully written with eloquent 
composition, and you have admired the 
talent of the persons who could write so 
well; but the best life of the Messiah is 
written in those words accredited to Pe- 


ter; He went about doing good!“ This 


is a concise biography, but a remark.:- 


ble one indeed, for it omits nothing and 


covers the whole. Do we follow Christ; 
do we go about doing good? Do we love 
Him with a pure, unselfish, disinterested 
love, yes, do we love Him because we 
are grateful to Him for His atoning sac- 
rifice, and for His precious words of 
heavenly truth divine, not obedience that 
is prompted by force; nor of compulsion: 
nor of fear; but one that is influenced by 
the same spirit which actuated the Son 
of God when He said, Father, Thy will 
be done!—working for the honor and 
glory of God. The very act of doing 
good brings joy and gladness to the heart 
of the doer, and comfort and happiness 
to the recipient thereof. The inward 
peace and bliss which one feels when he 
is doing good is of itself sufficient to re-. 
pay one for the action; but this is not 
all, by doing these things we not only 
realize joy in this life, but salvation in 
the life that is to come. 

Let the love of Christ burn in the heart 
and soul of a person, and let that heav- 
enly power influence them in their acts, 
and they will not, cannot go astray. 
Nothing but our own transgression and 
evil ways can separate us from the love 
of God which we have received in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. If we will ever let this 
question arise before us in our journey 
through life, Am I doing good; is this 
a righteous act? we will not seorn or 
hate, mock or revile, deride or persecute 
our fellowman, for these things are not 
good and they shall haye no place in our 
midst. God is the Eternal Parent of all 
things good, while the wicked Lucifer is 
the author of all things bad. , 


Christ dealt out the honest truth to 
the people and so must we. He obeyed 
the will of His Father, we must there- 
fore do likewise. Regardless of the es- 
teem of the world, popular opinion, and 
public favor; averse to all human parade, 
pomp and ceremony, He stood for the 
right, went about doing good, and glo- 
rified God, whose only begotten Son He 


| was. . His trials and temptations were 


many; His persecutors and offenders not 
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a few; but He bra ved all, led the Way, 


marked the Path, erected the Signal- 2, 


boards and raised the Finger- posts, 
pointing the course of Eternal Life. 
Make us like Thee,“ should be our con- 
stant prayer, our daily supplication; that 
we too may brave the storms of perse- 
cution, shun the wiles of the evil one, 
overcome temptation, and do good to our 
fellowman. 


These are Thy glorious works, Parent of 


Alntlghty, Thine this universal frame, 
—_ wondrous fair; ues how wondrous 
en.“ 


- History of the Southern States Mission. 
(Continued from Page 374.) 


December, 1899.—On the Ist and 2d 
conference was held at London, Ken- 
tucky, with the Elders of the East Ken- 
tucky Conference. It was impossible to 
procure a hall in which to hold public 


House was prepared for that purpose. 
This conference assembly was a success, 
so far as the Elders were concerned, but 
a failure from a public point of view. 
The Middle Tennessee Conference was 
held in Nashville on the 9th and 10th. 
The Odd Fellows’ hall was secured for 
the occasion. A very slim attendance of 


the fact that the weather was disagree- 
able. The Nashville American gave a fair 
report of the Sunday meeting. 

On the 16th and 17th the Chattanooga 
Conf2rence was held in Chattanooga. Two 
public meetings were held in the Congre- 
gational hall, 708 Market street. The at- 
tendance was fair and the meetings were 
spirited and good. President Rich ex- 
tended an invitation to all the ministers 
of the city to call on the Elders at head- 
quarters. He said: “Let us not hate one 


another, but let us reason together. If 
‘rived from the West: 


you have a truth that we have not, we 
will gladly accept it, and if we have an 
error that you can point out, we will as 
willingly abandon it, and be thankful to 
you for showing it to us.” 

No doubt it was in accordance with this 
invitation that Rev. J. Whitcomb Brough- 
er, pastor of the First Baptist church of 
this city, preached the same night a ser- 
mon on “Mormonism and Polygamy.” The 
tirade was in keeping with tue regular 
falsehoods afloat about our people. The 
Rey. said: 


fore it can be recognized as a Christian 
church.” “Mormonism is based on a tis- 
sue of lies,“ was another charge made by 
this worthy gentleman. Two or three 
days after this sermon was delivered El- 
ders J. Stokes and L. F. Rich called on 
Dr. Brougher, who admitted to them that 
he had never read anything at all con- 
cerning the Latter-day Saints except from 
their enemies. He would not discuss the 
principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
neither would he ask the brethren any 
question about their faith, for they tried 
every possible way to get him into a con- 
vérsation upon the subject of Mormon- 
ism, of which he had said so very much 
in his sermon on Sunday night. 
learned divine is a fair sample of those 
who revile the people of God most—they 
know not of that they do speak about. 


President Rich made a vigorous reply 


through the columns of the News, one of. 


' Chattanooga’s dailies. This appeared on 
Dec. 25th (see page 69, of vol. 2, of The 
Southern Star). The Rev. attempted to 


answer on Jan. Ist. His second attack, 

like the first effusion of. total ignorance 
and unmitigated hate, may truthfully be 
called No. 1 


enlarged upon. President 


This | lan 


| books, 


intent. 
nicely, and the month closed with all well 


strangers was noticeable, perhaps from in the field. 


Rich replied to this (See page 77 of vol. 
Southern Star.) 
This silenced the doctor and he at once 
sent to Nashville for one Rev. E. E. Folk, 
who had recently spent almost two whole 
weeks with the Mormons in Salt Lake 
City. This fellow: delivered one of the 
most sensational sermons ever heard in 
the city of Chattanooga. According to 
Mr. Folk, virtue was unknown among the 
Mormons. He painted such a black, 
filthy picture that many of the people 
who were present left in disgust long be- 
fore his sermon was finished, which lasted 
over two hours. To this new-comer Pres- 
ident Rich replied in very forceful terms 
and the same was published in the News; 
it may now be seen page 86 of vol. 2. The 
liberality tendered by the News showed 
them to be Americans. They exhibited a 
fairness not often shown to the Mormons. 
This incident occasioned much comment 


in religious circles in Chattanooga, and 
was the means of making many friends 


services, so a large room in the Riley for the cause of truth and explaining the 


principles of righteousness. Many per- 
sonally expressed congratulations for the 


able manner in which the discussion was 


conducted on the part of President Rich, 
and also letters were received to the same 
The work was prospering very 


January, 1900.—The New Year dawned 
and found us all well and not anything 
startling going on in the Mission field. 


The annual report was published in the 
‘Star and made a good showing. 


20th and 21st conference was held in 
New Orleans with the Mississippi and 


Louisiana. The conference made a good 


impression. New Orleans journals spoke 
very highly of the Biders. In addition to 
the presence of President Rich there were 


also Brother and Sister Hyldahl and El- 
der L. R. Anderson. 


On the 22d the following Elders ar- 
A. J. Stoddard, 
John Knight, Neils Behram, 


N. B. Porter, J. H. Stocks and David 


-‘Sudwort. 


On the 27th and 28th conference was 


‘held at Macon, Ga., with the Elders of the 
‘Georgia Conference. It was a success and 
allayed much prejudice in that city. Many | 
‘men of high 
themselves in terms of praise for our peo- 
ple. (To be Continued.) 

“There are some things about; _ 
Mormonism which must be given up be- 


standing there expressed 


Union Pacific Railroad. 


Another Portland train. Two trains 
daily. Effective April 22, the Union Pa- 
cific, Oregon Short Line and Chicago 
Railroad and Navigation company will 
—— in service an additional Portland 


This train, “The Pacific — will 
leave Kansas Oity 10:40 a. Only 
three A. on the road. 

a — with Palace Sleepers. Free 
Reclining Chair Cars, 8 Sleeping 
Car, Dining Car Service (to Granger). 
The time of the present Portland train, 
Limited,” leaving Kansas 

* 40 p. m., will de redu 2 hours 
45 minutes between Granger and 


Portland. 
Only 69 hours Kansas City to Port- 


Palace Slee ing Dining Car Ser- 
vice, Buffet hair Cars. 

For time tables, folders, illustrated 
mphlets 3 of the ter- 
ritory versed, address 1 . F. Agiar, 
genera) agent, St. Louis, M 


: Special Low Rates Via 

Unoion Pacific Railroad 3 Tuesday 
to Colorado, Utah, Montana, Idaho, Ore- 
gon, Washington. For particulars ad- 
a J. F. Aglar, General Agent, St. 


On the} 


John V. 
‘Sperry, Thos. H. Karren, R. A. Palmer, 


_ OUR CONFERENCE PRESIDENTS. 


Elder R. L. Houtz was born in Salt 
Lake City, Aug. 13th, 1876. His par- 
ents, Henry P. and Sarah Houtz, having 
accepted the Gospel in the Rast, came to 
Utah in 1848. They experienced the 
trials and endured the hardships incident 
to Pioneer life. In 1880 they left Sait 
Lake City and settled in Idaho. In 1880 
they returned to Salt Lake City, in or- 
der that their children might have the 


schools than those of Rockland, Idaho, 
where they resided. 

Brother Houtz attended the District 
school, and later attended the L. D. 8. 
College, where he spent three years. In 
„1892 thy moved back to Rockland, and 
engaged in the sheep raising business, 
so that it can be said of him, as of Dn- 
vid the Psalmist, “he tended his fath- 
er's flocks.” He was always attentive to 
religious duty, and was ever interested 
in Sunday School and mutual improve- 


ent, energetic, and ambitious. 


ELDER P L. HOUTZ. 


benefits and advantages of the better 


ment work. In the Ward he was obedi- 


It was on the Z1st of October, 1898, 
that he was informed by letter from Box 
B. that his presence, time and talents 
were desired in the Mission field. The 
Lord required his labors, and he cheer- 
fully responded to the call. On the 14th 
of December he was set apart for a mis- 
sion to the Southern States, and upon 
arriving at Chattanooga was assigned to 
labor in the North Carolina Conference. 
He had scarcely spent one year in the 
service of the Master before he was 
called to act as a counsellor to President 
J. M. Haws. He filled this calling with 
signal ability, and was beloved by all his 
brethren. 

When President W. H. Boyle was re- 


bama Conference, Elder Houtz was chos- 
today President of the South Alabama 
Conference. Brother Houtz is a willing 
worker, humble, steadfast, and true. In 
has been, and is now, to do my whole 


ents, and an honor to the cause I repre- 
sent; that when I may leave the Mission 


field, it can be said, ‘He did his duty.’ ”’ 


leased from his labors in the South Ala- | 
en to fill his place, and so we find him 


a recent letter he said, “My only desire 


duty; that I may be a credit to my par- 
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OPENING ADDRESS OF THE CONFERENCE. 


President Lorenzo Snow at the Sev- 


enty-first semi-annual Conference of the 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latte 
Saints, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
October 5, 1900, said: 

Brethren and Sisters :—I feel to rejoice 
greatly for this opportunity of meeting 
with you this morning and to deliberate 
upon all such things and talk about them, 


as may pertain to our present condition 


and secure our future prospects. When 
this Gospel—these principles which we 
have espoused, came to our ears in the 
different countries and nations where they 
found us, of course they opened up to us 
certain prospects—prospects that relate, 
to the present time, and to present time 
matters, of the highest consequence in re- 
lation to our temporal salvation; and 
again, prospects in reference to the fu- 
ture; what should be the outcome of keep- 
ing the commandments of God; what 
should follow; wnat should be the results 
when we have accomplished these things 
that are required of us; what would be 
the results in the next life? 

Now, so far as regards our temporal 
advantages and our temporal prospects, 
they certainly must be far superior to any 
that were before us before this Gospel 
reacned us; before the offer of salvation 
saluted our ears. In the days of Noah 
the Gospel which we have espoused was 
proclaimed to the people of his genera- 
tion, and the same prospects as are pre- 
sented to us were presented to them, tem- 
poral advantages, temporal salvation, and 
spiritual exaltation and glory; and the 
circumstances were of that character that 
every person that listened to the voice of 
Noah could receive clear manifestations, 
satisfactory knowledge, that what he said 
came from the Almighty—came from the 
Lord. Now, when we received these prin- 
ciples it was clear to us, I presume, that 
we received, actually received, assurances, 
the most perfect assurances, that what 
was said to us, was actually of the Lord, 
that the parties that brought us these 
principles were actually inspired from the 
Most High, the nature and character of 
the work that each one would necessarily 
have to perform, the circumstances that 
would surround us and the trials and 
temptations to which they had to be ex- 
posed, would require a perfect under- 
standing, not througn the teachings of 
these individuals that proclaim to them 
these principles, but actual manifestations 
and assuran 
Lord, either by extraordinary faith or by 
a perfect reception, physical and spiritual, 
of the Holy Spirit, a baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, as was promised in former days to 
those that should receive the Gospel. 


Witness of the Truth Necessary. 


And I dare say that the people that are 
before me this morning have learned 
that it was an absolute necessity to have 
a perfect understanding, a perfect knowl- 
edge, and that it should come from the 
Lord, that what they had received and 
what ae had sacrificed for—it was nec- 
essary say, to have a perfect under- 
standing, and an understanding that 
could only come directly from the Lord. 
It would not be satisfactory simply to 
turn over the leaves of the New Testa- 
ment and to see that these principles 
were in accordance with those preached 
by the Apostles of old, but to have this 
knowledge come direct to themselves 
from the Lord. Now, I say this in order 
that if there are any here, any person, 


ces that should come from the | 


| 


any Latter-day Saints, who have not ad- 
vanced to this knowledge and can see 


and understand clearly that they have 

espoused the principles of salvation and 

exaltation and glory, and that directly 

from the Lord, it is time they were about 

it—about receiving this information. 

Trial and Sacrifice Essential to Per- 
. fection. 

We are not through with our labors 
yet, although we have got through a 
great many of them that have been con- 
siderable of a trial to us, and tempta- 
tions, perhaps, have been to some of us 
of a nature that almost amounted to a 
disposition to turn away from the prin- 
ciples that we had received. The trials, 
the temptations, have been very great 
to many of our people, and more or less, 
perhaps, to all of us. It seems to me the 
nature of the gospel of life. The Lord 
seems to require some proof on our part. 
something to show that He can depend 
upon us when He wants us to accom- 
plish certain things in His interest. The 
reason is that the condition in which we 
will be placed in the future, as time 
passes along, as eternity approaches, and 
as we move forward in eternity and 
along the line of our existence, we shall 


be placed in certain conditions that re- 


quire very great sacrifice in the interests 
of humanity, in the interests of the Spirit 
of God, in the interest of His children 
and our own children, in the generations 
to come, in eternity. Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, was once placed in a condi- 
tion that it required the highest effort in 
order to accomplish what was necessary 
for the salvation of millions of the chil- 
dren of God. It required the highest ef- 
fort and determination that had to be 
exercised before the Son of God could 
pass through the ordeal, the sacrifice that 
was necessary. 

I believe that His Father had educated 
Him, had passed Him through scenes 
that were of a very serious character, of 
great trials, and He knew just what He 
could depend upon from the facts that 
were illustrated and shown by His expe- 
rience. We place men here from time 
to time in positions of Presidents of 
Stakes, as Bishops of Wards. We are 
called upon sometimes to take into con- 
sideration whom we will place in this 
Stake or that Stake of Zion to preside 
over us. Perhaps there are 14,000 mem- 
bers, Latter-day Saints, in that Stake, 
or there may be 15,000 or 20,000, and the 
prosperity of the people of that Stake, 
to a certain extent, anyway, depends 
upon the qualification of that President. 


How Responsible Positions are Filled 


Well, now, how can we determine in 
order to make the proper selection? How 
are we to determine so as to make a wise 
selection, in placing the responsibilities 
upon a man that we propose to take this 
position? The people of the Stake are 
greatly concerned; they want a good 
man; they want a wise man; they want 
a man that by night and by day will 
think how he can best improve them, 
make them happy, place them in circum- 
stances that will be agreeable and ad- 
vance them. We look around to find a 
man that we feel has a thorough inter- 
est in the people and who is a wise and 
a good man, and it is well that we should. 
That is our business—to look after the 
interest of the Saints, and to place such 
men before them to look after their in- 
terests as will be faithful in their calling 
and will be unselfish, and will not spend 
their time in any other direction than 
that which pertains to the general ad- 


vancement of those they are appointed 
to look after. Well, is it possible that 
we sometimes make a mistake and get 
the wrong man? Is it possible? Well, 
you perhaps should be the judges. But ° 
I can tell you one thing surely, that we 
use our best efforts to find the proper 
man. How do we do it? Well, we send 
somewhere about 1,800 missionaries to 
the nations of the earth. We keep Shoat 
that number of missionaries in the dif- 
ferent nations. We appoint men here 
at home, we place responsibilities upon 
them, large responsibilities. We look 
over the history of these men. Perha 
this man was a Bishop. Well, how did 
he act and perform his duties as a Bish- 
op? Did he devote himself to the inter- 
ests of the people of his Ward, or was he 
trying to make himself wealthy? Was 
his mind devoted to saving what he eould 
for himself and in enhancing his own in- 
aividual interests and that of his wife 
anu children, and neglecting the inter- 
ests of the people of his Ward? How is 
it? Well, we inquire around. We get 
the history of the man, his past experi- 
ences. He has had several calls here and 
there. Did he answer those calls? Was 
he called as a missionary to leave his 
wife and his children and go to the na- 
tions to be gone two years or three years 
or four years, as the case may be? ag: 
did he go or did he say: Oh, no; 
would like to go very well, but my A 
cumstances are not quite so pleasing or 
advantageous as they ought to be under 
such circumstances in order that I might 
go; I cannot go and leave my family very 
well?” 

Did he make these excuses, and how 
has he been all along the path of his 
life for the past few years or for many 
years, as the case might be? We judge 
the man not always by his looks or ap- 
pearances; not always by hearing him 
preach a sermon; but we judge him by 
what he has done or failed to do in the 
past. That is just the way the Lord 
intends to do with you or me exactly. 
We will be judged according to what we 
have done or what we have failed to have 
done all along the line of our experiences. 
When Jesus was placed in a condition 
where acting in propriety or otherwise 
confronted Him; when He saw before 
Him the cross and the immediate pros- 
pects of being placed upon it and of His 
undergoing those excruciating tortufes 
that He had seen others experiencing, 
then His nature failed as it were and 
He said: “Father, if it is possible that 
this experience or this cup pass from me, 
let it pass.“ 

That is the way He told the Lord. But 
notwithstanding, He said: If this can- 
not be done, Thy will be done, and not 
Mine.“ So He was placed upon the 
cross and suffered that excruciating tor- 
ture. Supposing that He had failed, the 
nations of the earth, and the people of 
the Lord, His sons and daughters, would 
have failed to be put 
of ha vi that you an 
I have tod failed 
for a long 8 to say the least. Of 
course, the provisions would have been 
made and the work of the Almighty 
would. have been proceeded with, but 


there would have been a halt there. But 


the Lord knew just what He could de 
pend upon, and therefore He selected 
that Son of His, our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and He has wrought out that 
great work of redemption for the human 
family, the living and the dead. 

What the Gespel Has Done for Us. | 

Now, brethren and sisters, what have 
these principles we have espoused done 
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for us? Are you satisfied? I am, per- 
fectly and fully satisfied. I have gone 
through a great many things that were 
very unpleasant, far from being agreea- 
ble all along the line, and I do not know 
how much further or what else will be 
required of me of this character; but I 
am satisfied with what the Lord has 
done for me and what I expect He will 


do in regard to my temporal affairs, tem- 


poral salvation, and also in regard to the 
future. 

My hopes in reference to the future 
life are supremely grand and glorious, 
and I try to keep these prospects bright 
continually; and that is the privilege 
and the duty of every Latter-day Saint. 
I suppose I am talking now to some Lat- 
ter-day Saints that have been sorely 
tried, and they have thought sometimes, 
perhaps, like the Savior felt, that He had 
no friends; that His friends had all gone; 
and everything was going wrong, and 
everything was disagreeable, and his 
circumstances were continuing to get 
worse and worse, and those that he de- 
pended upon for assistance failed per- 
haps to render the assistance expected, 
and all that sort of thing. Likewise 
everything sometimes becomes dark to 
us and we almost forget the relationship 
that we stand in to the Lord, and begin 
to feel as though it was not what we ex- 
pected. | 

I wonder if there are not a few here 
within the sound of my voice that have 
feelings of this kind, like old Job had, 
for instance. A poor man who wondered 
why his children were taken from. him: 
why his herds were destroyed and why 
his houses, his dwelling, went up in 
flames, and why he was left without any- 
thing. He formerly was a very wealthy 
man, left without anything. Well, his 
friends came about him. They were sup- 


posed to be friends. They were friends 


formerly. They cdme about him aud 
wanted to show him that these evils came 
upon him because he had failed to do his 
duty in the past; because he had commit- 


ted some sin. That was the kind of ideas 


that they had that they communicated to 
him. But there was nothing of the kind. 
It was not so. They were vastly mis- 
taken. The Lord has a certain position 


in which He sought to place Job in the 
future. At some futre time, when years 
and years had rolled away, perhaps, and 


He wanted to try him. He wanted to 
educate him so that he would not com- 


. plain, no matter how illy he thought him- 


self treated by the Lord. That was a 
glorious trial of Job’s. It has come down 


in history; his experiences and his trial 
and it has been er. 


to the people of the Lord to read the his- 

tory of his experiences and his trials 

and how well he passed through them. 
Glerious Future Prospects. 

The religion that we have received. 
the principles of exaltation and glory 
that you and I have received, bring upon 
us persecution, or else they are not those 
principles that we thought they were. 
They bring upon us trouble upon the 
right hand and upon the left, but we 
should seek to be calm and cool as Job 
learned to be calm and cool under cir- 
cumstances of the most unhappy charac- 
ter. We should learn to do this and 
there are things that are provided for us 


by which we can learn this. Think of 


how much worse you and I might be. 


and then think of what superior bless- 


ings we actually possess. We know that 
in the future, after we have passed 
through this life, we will know this. We 
will then have our wives and our chil- 
dren with us. We will have our bodies 


glorified, made free from every sickness 
and distress, and rendered most beauti- 
ful. There is nothing more beautiful to 
look upon than a resurrected man or 
woman. There is nothing grander that 
4 can imagine that aman can possess 
than a resurrected body. There 
is no Latter-day Saint within the sound 
of my voice but that certainly has this 
prospect, of coming forth in the morning 
of the first resurrection and being glori- 
fied, exalted in the presence of God, hav- 
ing the privilege of talking with our 
Father as we talk with our earthly 
father. 

What a glorious thing! We'll know no 
prison walls, your friends turning away 
from you, your being dispossessed of 
your property, being driven from your 
home, being cast into prison, being de- 
famed. These things do not hurt you one 
Tarticle. The~ do not destrov your pros- 
pects, which are still glorious before you. 
And then we should understand that the 
Lord has provided, when the days of 
trouble come upon nations, a place for 
you and me, and we will be preserved as 
Noah was preserved, not in an ark, bat 
we will be preserved by going into those 
principles of union by which we can ac- 
complish the work of the Lord and sur- 
round ourselves with those things that 
will preserve us from the difficulties that 
are now coming upon the world, the 
judgments of the Lord. We can see, as 
we read in the newspapers, we can see 
that they are coming upon the nations 
of the ungodly: and they would have 
been upon us if we had stayed among 
the nations, if the Lord had not inclined 
our ears and brought salvation to us, 
we would have been as they are and 
will be. | 

Well, now, brethren and sisters, I feel 
to say God bless you. Here are my 
counselors. We are one. We are united. 
We do not quarrel with each other. We 
speak well of one another because we 
ought to do it, and we think we are wor- 
thy of being well spoken of by each 
other. And here we have twelve men 
sitting in front of me—twelve Apostles. 


There are many of these that you know. 


You know them from hearing what they 
have accomplished. You have a per- 
sonal acquaintance with some of us. 
Now, they are with us heart and soul. 
We are united together. We do not 
quarrel with each other. We do not 
slander each other, but we go where 
council requires and we are heart and 
soul together. What for? Not to make 
ourselves rich, not to make ourselves 
wealthy, but to see what we can accom- 
plish in the interests of the people, and 
we are laboring continually to see what 
we can do. We come together every 
week and we talk about what we can do 
for the people. What can we do for 
these forty-two or forty-three Stakes of 
zion? Are some of the Presiding Elders, 
some of the Presidents of these Stakes, 
getting too old to administer to the peo- 
ple? Are some of them neglecting their 
interests? We talk these things over. 
We study and consider them. We try 
to ascertain what they are doing and 
what their feelings are and how they 
manifest themselves in the presence of 
the people. Are they working for them- 
selves? Are they trying to see how 
much money they can get into this bank 
or the other, or are they engaged heart 
and soul in doing what should be done 
in their respective responsibilities? Well. 
we are not idle in these things. 

You will have some speakers here 
during this Conference, you will proba- 
bly have in the neighborhood of twenty 
speeches here. When the brethren arise 


to speak you ask the Lord to let them 


that they may suggest something to you 
that will be of some advantage to you. 
If you have any desire to know certain 
matters that you do not understand, 
pray that these brethren in their talks 
may say something that shall enlighten 
your mind in reference to that which 
troubles you, and we will have a grand 
and glorious Conference, a better one 
than we have ever had before. Strange 
as it may appear, our last Conference a!- 
ways seems the best, and may this be 
the case; and you, brethren and sisters, 


exercise faith while our brethren are 
talking to you. We will not be disap- 
pointed and you will not go home, you 
will not retire from this Conference 
without feeling that you have been 
greatly and abundantly blessed. Amen. 


New Company of Elders. 
John P. Greene, South Carolina Con- 


rence. 

John A. Richey, Mississippi Confer- 
ence. 

Joseph Johnson, Kentuckv Conference. 
. franklin Crow, North Kentucky Con- 
ference. 

Wm. Larkinson, Virginia Conference. 

James F. Iverson Kentucky-Nashville, 
Tenn., Conference. 

H-rum Morrison, North Alabama Con- 

Ed J. Smith, Kentucky Conference. 

Jefferson Boffin, Georgia Conference. 

Wm. C. Wootton, South Alabama Con- 
ference. 

Oscar Geertsen, North Ohio Confer- 


ence. 
Kd L. Linford, Virginia Conference. 
George O. Hamblin, East Tennessee 
Conference. 
Preston D. Thomas, Mississippi Con- 
ference. 
George Q. Stephenson, North Ken- 
tucky Conference. 
Jesse H. LeFevre, Georgia Conference. 
Ed C. North Ohio Conference. 
Crozier Kimba 
ference. 
Wilford McKendrick, South Alabama 
Conference. 
Warren D. Reed, East Kentucky Con- 
ference. 


Releases. 

Thomas M. Stevensen, Louisiana Con 
ference. 

G. M. Williams, North Carolina Con- 
ference. , 

Joseph E. Caldwell, North Carolina 
Conference. 

J. W. McIntosh, North Carolina Con- 
ference. 

E. B. Snow, Jr., North Kentucky Con- 
ference. 


Transfers. 
J. P. Poulsen, North Alabama Confer- 
ence to South Ohio Conference. 


THE DEAD. 


Brother S. B. Mormon, of Defeated, 
Smith county, Tenn., departed this life 
Oct. 12th, 1900. He was born July 6th, 
1368, and was baptized August, 1900, by 
Elders Emery Barrus and John Kingdon, 
and lived a faithful Latter-day Saint up 
to his death. He bore a faithful testi- 
mony to the truthfulness of the Gospel 
while lying upon his deathbed. He 
leaves a mother and brother and several 
sisters to mourn his loss. 


L. T. and Quilla Jones, departed this life 
Oct. 7th, 1900. She was born May 2d, 
1899, and was the only child of loving 


parents. Earth hath no sorrow which 


heaven cannot heal. 


say something that you want to know. 


let your hearts raise up to the Lord and 
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II, East Kentucky Con- 


Little Alice Jones, the infant girl of 
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